
CANOA HILLS TOWNHOMES, INC. 
 
Board Policy: Common Area Tree Removal & Trimming 
1. Removal of Healthy Trees 
Healthy trees located in common areas will not be removed unless the Maintenance Committee 
determines they present a specific danger or liability to the community (e.g., structural damage 
to property, safety hazards, or disease). 

2. View Preservation & Trimming Costs 
●​ HOA Responsibility: Canoa Hills Townhomes, Inc. is not financially responsible for 

trimming or shaping common area trees solely to improve or maintain an individual 
member's view. 

●​ Resident Responsibility: If a resident wishes to trim a common area tree for view 
enhancement, they must assume all associated costs. 

3. Application & Approval Process 
Before any work begins, residents must complete the following steps: 

●​ Submit Application: A formal Tree Trimming Application must be submitted to the 
Maintenance Committee. 

●​ Vendor Scope of Work: The resident must attach a detailed "Scope of Work" from a 
licensed and insured vendor. 

●​ Written Approval: Work may only commence after receiving written approval from the 
Maintenance Committee. 

●​ Prohibited Practices: Topping of trees is strictly prohibited as it compromises tree 
health and safety. 

4. Impacted Neighbors & Dispute Resolution 
●​ Single Member Impact: If a tree obstructs the view of only one HOA member, only that 

member's application and committee approval are required. 
●​ Multiple Member Impact: If a tree is within the "view corridor" of multiple HOA 

members, all affected neighbors must review and sign off on the proposed Scope of 
Work. 

●​ Objections: If a request is made to trim a tree and a neighboring member (whose view 
is also impacted) objects, the matter will be escalated to the Board of Directors. 

●​ Final Authority: The Board reserves the right to approve or reject any request and 
holds the final decision-making authority on all tree-related matters. 

The Tree Trimming application will require the following  
 
Insurance: Resident’s chosen vendor will provide proof of Worker’s Comp and General Liability 
insurance naming the HOA as "Additionally Insured." This prevents the HOA from being sued if 
a worker is hurt on common ground. 
Cleanup: Resident/vendor is responsible for the immediate removal of all debris. 
Timing: Tree trimming must occur during appropriate seasons (e.g., avoiding nesting seasons 
or extreme heat) to ensure the tree's survival. 



5. Alternative Options:  
●​ The board remains open to members negotiating the removal of a tree and costs 

associated with the removal, provided that the removed tree is replaced by one or more 
new trees or appropriate cactus plants for our HOA.. 

●​ If the owner is successful in the negotiations of a tree replacement the HOA member will 
need to assure that the tree survives for  a period of 1 year from time of planting. “The 
homeowner will need to plan on watering the new tree or plant until it is established.” 

●​ Homeowners will need the Landscape committee's approval on the type of new plants.  
●​  All plants reviewed for replacement will be low maintenance and drought tolerant.  


